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We have many exciting initiatives for the 2018-2019 school year. This includes
several grants received by the school district. The 1.2 million dollar Striving Readers Comprehensive Reading Grant (shared between fourteen school districts) will provide professional development to our staff as well as reading materials for students. The grant concentrates on comprehension, vocabulary and fluency in reading. Leetonia will continue to
work with the SOD Center and Columbiana County ESC on a community connectors grant.
This grant is designed to bring together families, community organizations, faith or values
based organizations, businesses and others in support of our schools as well as mentor
students. Mentors will focus on values that business and industry have indicated are important such as attendance, discipline, and good work habits. This year we will also be adding a wellness and financial literacy piece to the mentoring program. Please contact the
high school guidance counselor, Mary Rice if you would like to become mentor. Earlier this
summer the district received a Martha Holden Jennings grant for Kinder Camp. Students
entering Kindergarten attended camp before the start of the school year to review school
routines as they prepared for kindergarten.
Other enhancements to the curriculum and school setting this year include expanding our one to one Chromebook program to include students in grades 7-11. Students
in grades 3-6 will have access to Chromebook carts and students in grades K-2 will be using
iPad’s. Fall Free Lunch Fridays is a success. Each student is provided a free lunch every Friday during the month of September. The kindness program is intended to encourage students to be kind to one another and emphasize inclusion and caring for each other. The
school has also implemented several additional safety precautions for the new school year.
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Superintendent’s Message Continued

A School Safe Visitor Management System (SchoolSafe ID) will be installed later this month. Visitors
will use their driver's license when signing in as a visitor at the school for the first time. During your first sign in, the
system will ask you if you want a “digital pass”. This is a pass that will go on your cell phone, or smart watch, so it
would not be necessary to have your driver’s license the next time you sign in. A valid driver’s license or digital pass
must be used at the school once installed. The kiosk will also print a visitor badge each time you visit the school. As
another safety precaution, the district uses only one point of entrance. We understand this can be an inconvenience
and appreciate your patience with the new sign in system as well as the new traffic pattern. Speaking of the new traffic
patterns, thank you for the cooperation and patience during the change for the arrival and departure of students in
grades 6-12. The modification is a result of communication from the Leetonia Police Department that people are not to
park in the fire lane in front of the school as well as safety protocol that recommends one point of entrance. In fact, the
Leetonia Police Department will issue a ticket to anyone parked in the fire lane in front of the school at any time, this
includes during athletic events.
We will also be installing threat extinguishers throughout the building. The threat extinguisher contains a "Less
Harmful" pepper spray similar to "Bear Spray". Once the canister is removed from its case these units will trigger a siren alarm, immediately contact the local police, and send text messages to school officials.
The new school year has begun with much enthusiasm and excitement. We look forward to a wonderful
school year and appreciate the community’s continued support.
Thank you and Go Bears!!
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Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year. We are looking forward to a year of great growth and achievement across ALL levels of the district. One of the things that are of utmost importance in the minds of parents
and educators is Testing. Testing is an important indicator, but not the only indicator, of student success. As we
proceed through the school year please feel free to contact me with any questions and/or concerns you may
have.
“Next Generation Tests /The Ohio “State” Tests.”
As a member of the Class of 2019 and beyond , your graduation test are referred to as “Next Generation
Tests /The Ohio “State” Tests.” Three years ago, we began the testing process that you must complete in order
to fulfill the testing requirement to earn your high school diploma. You must earn a total of eighteen (18) points
on the seven required state test (Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, English 9, English 10, Biology, American History
and Government). Unlike the old Ohio Graduation Test, students do not have to pass all seven test (although you
must take all seven) – you just have to accumulate the required eighteen points on the sequence of tests.
Testing begins at Leetonia in March 2019, and doesn’t wrap up until May 2019. Please check the testing
schedule on our website at www.leetonia.k12.oh.us to review the testing calendar. It is extremely important for
students to be in attendance during these scheduled days, eat a hearty breakfast, and get a good night's sleep
during testing. Please do you best to avoid scheduling doctors appointments and vacations during testing days.
The testing calendar is subject to change at times due to unforeseen circumstances. It is also very important that
the students be in attendance as much as possible in preparation for the testing. We appreciate your cooperation
and wish you continued success for the remainder of this school year.

From the Desk of K-6 Principal
Mrs. Jackie Dunnigan

We have had a busy start to the new Elementary School Year. Our students were filmed for the Pledge of
Allegiance and will appear on Channel 33, 27 or 21 throughout the coming months. We had our Fall fundraiser
kick off. We are looking forward to a great turn out. It is exciting, we have a limo lunch planned and COSI on
Wheels will be coming to our school in the Spring. Thank you to our great PTO. Our teachers are working hard to
implement the guidelines from our Reading Grant, wonderful things are happening in the Elementary School.
Mrs. Dolak is having our students create placemats for upcoming Grandparents breakfast in October. Information will be coming home soon.
Thank you again to a great start to the year from our PTO and neighboring churches for making our open
house a special event this year!

3

TESTING REMINDERS:
ACT Test: 2018-19 Testing dates are below: For more dates go to www.actstudent.org

Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Fee Required Deadline

October 27, 2018

September 28, 2018

October 14, 2018

December 8, 2018

November 2, 2018

Nov 19, 2018

February 9, 2019

January 11, 2019

January 18, 2019

April 13, 2019

March 8, 2019

March 25, 2019

June 8, 2019

May 3, 2019

May 20, 2019

July 13, 2019

June 14, 2019

June 24, 2019

You are must apply online at: www.actstudent.org. You may be eligible for a waiver of testing fees if you are on free or
reduced lunch. See Ms. Rice for waiver forms. NOTE: NEW INFORMATION: If you are a student that receives educational
accommodations (IEP)...you will now complete your application online, please see Mrs. Rice when you have done so, to submit accommodations request.

ACT State-Funded Testing: Districts must administer a state-funded college and career readiness test to all juniors (class of
2029) in February of 2018 as one of their three graduation options. Leetonia School district will be administering the paper
ACT core test (no writing) tentatively February 20, 2019 more information and the actual date will be forth coming. For more
information, contact the counselor’s office.
2018-2019 Financial Aid Night was held on September 12, if you were unable to attend have your senior stop in for a financial
aid packet. Seniors parents will be this information will assist you when applying for Federal Financial Aid. FASFA can now be
completed starting October 1.

College Credit Plus Courses:
Please note if you have a student who is in grades 6 through 11 and will be interested in participating in College Credit Plus
Program for the 2019-2020 school year there is a mandatory parent information meeting on Thursday October 11, 2018 at 6pm
at The Performing Arts Center Crestview High School. If you have questions call the guidance office
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Mandated Federal Notices
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), school districts must give parents of a child with disabilities a copy of
procedural safeguards once a year. However, a copy of procedural safeguards also must be given to parents upon filing a request
for a due process hearing and upon the request of a parent (20 USC Section 1415 (d) (1) ). School districts may post a copy of the
procedural safeguards on its website (20 USC Section 1415 (d) (1)). See the Ohio Department of Education’s document on procedural safeguards at www.ode.state.oh.us/exceptional_children/children_with_disabilities/default.asp and click “Whose IDEA is
This? A Resource Guide for Parents.”

Gifted Education Program
Our gifted/talented program offers a wide range of services to students. The Gifted Coordinator works within the district to identify and serve gifted students. Our goal is to help students become independent, lifelong learners who have all the skills they need
to pursue their passion. For more information, please contact our Special Services Director, Kristy Erb (330-332-0316).

Federal Grants Program
Federal grants provide valuable supplemental instructional support and staff development in the following areas:
Title l – School-wide reading and math intervention
Title ll A – Professional Development
Title lll – Limited English Proficiency (LEP) intervention
IDEA-B – Special education support services
A Comprehensive Continuous Improvement Plan (CCIP) must be submitted annually to comply with the requirements and accountability standards of the No Child Left Behind Act.
Highly Qualified Teachers
The Leetonia Village Exempted School District is striving to provide the best education for your child. As part of our efforts, we are
complying with the No Child Left Behind Act that requires all teachers to be highly qualified. As a parent or guardian, you may request information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s classroom teachers including the following information:
 Whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade level and subject areas taught.
 Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or provisional status.
 Baccalaureate degree major, graduation certification, and field of discipline.
 Whether the student is provided services by a paraprofessional and if so, their qualifications.
This information is kept on file in our building and may be obtained by contacting the building principal. You may download the
U.S. Department of Education’s “Model Notification of Rights Under the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) at the
following web address: www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/pco/pdf/ferparight.pdf.
Title IX/Civil Rights Compliance
No person in the United States shall, on basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of, or be subjected
to discrimination under any educational program or activity receiving federal assistance. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972 to the Civil Rights of 1964) Title IX prohibits sexual harassment in all school programs and activities in school or in other locations when the school is the sponsor of the activity.
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Mandated Federal Notices continued
Equal Opportunity Notice
In accordance with all federal, state, and local laws, the Leetonia Exempted Village School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, age, disability, or genetic origin. Any person who believes that
he/she has been discriminated against should immediately contact the School District’s Compliance Officers.

ADA Compliance Officer
Mr. Robert Mehno
450 Walnut St
Leetonia, OH 44431
(330) 427-6594
504 Compliance Officer
Mrs. Halley Fast
450 Walnut St
Leetonia, OH 44431
(330) 427-6594

I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you. My name is Halley Fast and after teaching in
Leetonia for the past eight years, I am excited to transition into the role of Special Education Director this school
year. In the department of Special Education, we are dedicated to creating inclusive school programs and services
that promote the success of all students. We nurture collaboration between students, families and school staff. Our
collaborative efforts provide support for students with disabilities and their families in the implementation of individualized education programs in the students’ least restrictive environment. We believe in creating an inclusive
community where individual differences are valued and enrich our lives at home, school and the community. I look
forward to working with you in this new capacity. It is a great day to be a Leetonia Bear.
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From the Desk of Mr. Ridgeway:
Athletic Director

It’s amazing to me how fast the 2018 Fall Season is going. We are approaching the midway point of the
season and my second year as Athletic Director. I’m also starting my sixth year at Leetonia. It’s been by
honor and pleasure to serve the district and the community of Leetonia. Thank you Leetonia community
for making part of your community and school district.

NEW FACES
I want to welcome several new coaches to Leetonia’s coaching staff’s for the 2018 Fall Sports Season.
They are Paul Hulea (head varsity football), Nick Hulea (varsity football), Anthony Fuller (varsity football),
James Pluchinsky (varsity football), Michael Black (head junior high coach), Seth Rivello (junior high football), Luke Black (junior high football, Paul Gray (head golf coach), Eric Rice (head boys soccer coach, and
Liz Mills, (girls soccer coach).

FOOTBALL
The varsity team is off to a good start for the 2018 season. At the time of this newsletter the team has a
record of 3 wins and 1 loss. The Bear’s are guided by first head coach Paul Hulea. Paul comes to Leetonia
from Poland High School where he posted the first 15 and O team in the state of Ohio. Along with those
15 wins and no loses, Coach Hulea won a state championship. The season looks promising for the football
team and we wish them the best the rest of the way.
The junior high team is under the direction of first year coach Michael Black. The boys have posted a record on 2 wins and 2 loses so far. The young Bear’s recorded victories over Columbiana and Toronto. Good
Luck the rest of the way to Coach Black and our future varsity football team.
VOLLEYBALL
The volleyball posted its first victory in two years with a win over Campbell Memorial. Congratulations to
Coach Meek’s and our two senior girls, Brea Moore and Kyleigh Heffner. Go Lady Bears as you continue
your season.
The junior high volleyball team’s are in full swing under the direction of Jill Ogle and Ron Yoakam. Come
out and support our Lady Bears.
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CROSS COUNTRY
Leetonia hosted its very first Cross Country (Bear Run Invitational) at the school on September 13 th. The
Bear’s competed against Lowellville and Crestview Local. Under the direction of Coach Tony Ford the
school is very thankful to his vision of having a cross country meet at Leetonia. Penny Pavelko, who was
a former cross country coach at Leetonia was the honorary starter. Thank you Penny for your passion
and dedication to cross country. Marisa Brady was the top female runner in the middle school competition. It is our hope to continue this meet every year. Thanks to everyone that made it successful. The
team is preparing for the Columbiana County meet and district competition.
GOLF
After two years of no golf at Leetonia it returned this year. Thanks to senior Brandon Cantwell’s determination and love of the game. Under the direction of first year Head Coach Paul Gray the Bear’s posted
two victories. If you love the outdoors this is a great sport to play. Leetonia hopes to see more players
competing next year.
GIRLS SOCCER
The girls soccer is under second year Head Coach Shawn Yocum. The girl’s team consist of four seniors
with a total of 17 players. The Lady Bears have played some tough games and they play with a lot of
heart. Keep up the hard work and dedication to the game ladies. Good Luck the rest of the way. Also,
Leetonia welcomes first year assistant Liz Mills.
BOYS SOCCER
The boys are under the guidance of first year Head Coach Eric Rice. The boys have posted one victory.
The boys defeated Heartland Christian opening night in August. The boys have six seniors leading the
way. With only 12 players the boys have played well. We wish them the best as they begin to finish up
the season and prepare for district play. Good Luck.

Please be sure to check all the sports schedules on our school website for upcoming games, events like
senior night, military night, and homecoming for all sports. Be sure to catch all the football action on
YSN sports every Friday.
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Once again, we are pleased to announce that we have teamed up with the Youth Sports Network to broadcast
LIVE Sporting Events. Watch the Bears Live just follow on the link below:

http://ysnlive.com/team/leetonia/

Sudden Cardiac Arrest (Lindsay's Law)

Lindsay’s Law, Ohio Revised Code 3313.5310, 3707.58 and 3707.59 becomes effective on August 1, 2017. In
accordance with this law, the Ohio Department of Health, the Ohio Department of Education, the Ohio High
School Athletic Association, the Ohio Chapter of the American College of Cardiology and other stakeholders
jointly developed guidelines and other relevant materials to inform and educate students and youth athletes
participating in or desiring to participate in an athletic activity, their parents, and their coaches about the nature and warning signs of sudden cardiac arrest. Below are two links that explain the new law and requirements
Flyer: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/-/media/ODH/ASSETS/Files/chss/Lindsays-Law/Coach-Info.pdf?la=en
Video: http://progressive.powerstream.net/008/00153/SCA_LL_CoachInfo.mp4
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Cafeteria News
What an exciting start to the school year in the cafeteria! For the month of September we had Free
Lunch Fridays for all grade levels. We also celebrated Lunch for Life which is a special program for kindergarten to introduce them to getting lunch through the cafeteria lines, and they get to eat for free these three
days. We had great participation, and we saw some new faces come through the line! We had lots of fun on
National Talk Like a Pirate Day. Ahoy Matey! In October, we are looking forward to a visit from Molly the
Cow who will be here to remind the elementary students how important it is to consume dairy products as a
part of their daily diet.
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Nurse Notes from Mrs. Stelts

The Leetonia School District will partner with area churches and organizations to assist children in need this
Christmas. Applications for Christmas Assistance for children ages birth to 18 (who are still enrolled in Leetonia
schools) are available by contacting Mrs. Stelts at 330-427-2115, ext. 2465. All applications must be completed
and returned to Mrs. Stelts by October 31, 2018 in order to be considered for assistance. NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

The “Leetonia Schools Food Pantry” will be open each day beginning Monday, September 24th. We have a new
location this year. The pantry is in the storage area behind the stage in the cafeteria. The door is located across
from the high school gym. Food and toiletry items are available for students who have a need in grades 6-12
from 7:15 a.m.-7:30 a.m. and grades Pre-K-5 from 8:30 a.m.-8:50 a.m. There is NO COST for items from the
pantry. For questions about the pantry or to make a donation, please contact Mrs. Stelts or Mrs. Mitchell.

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! We want to take this opportunity to let you know that the district uses
several different mediums to alert the community of a school delay, cancellation, as well as any other information
that needs announced. We will continue to use the latest technology available, with our K-12 All-Call notification. If for some reason, you do not receive this call, there are several additional methods that can be utilized;
you can follow our Twitter account for Leetonia Schools (@Leetonia) or Facebook page (Leetonia Schools) where
this information will be posted. Furthermore, our local news stations, WFMJ, WKBN, and WYTV are notified to
help spread the word in the event of a delay/cancellation. Thank you for your continued support throughout the
school year!
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